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Coming to Terms with the Never Benevolent Land:
The Daves Family of New Mexico 1913-2013
By Doyle Daves

Members of th e Daves family
settled in Union County in March of
1913, just one year after New Mexico
achieved statehood . They traveled
from Hollis in Harmon County,
01<lahoma with all their household
goods , farming implements and
livestock to Clayton, then some
twenty-five miles farther southwest
where
their
newly
acquired
homesteads were located in the
community then called Tate , later
Thomason but now generally called
Barney. In the ensuing century, the
family has grown and prospered .
Some members have remained in
Union County while most have
moved into other areas of New
Mexico and beyond. In 1913, the
family was focused on farming; today
the ways family members earn a
living have greatly expanded.

The Family

BacR~round

The earliest 1<nown member of our
branch of the Daves famil y 1.2 was John
Daves who was born in 1782 in
(probably) western North Carolina.
We 1<now nothinq of his parents, but
available evidence suggests that his
forebears had arrived in Virginia in
the middle 1600s. John was in
Pendleton District, South Carolina
probably while he was still a small
boy. It was there that he married
Elizabeth (Betsy) Duncan in 1805.
Elizabeth, born in Northern Ireland in
1789, arrived with her Scots-Irish
Presbyterian family in Charleston,
South Carolina on Christmas eve of
that same year when she was only
three months old. John (and his
brother, William) served as soldiers in
the South Carolina Volunteers during
the War of 1812. In 1825, John and
William and their sister, Margaret,
with their families and members of
Betsy's Duncan family moved to
Lowndes County, Mississippi where
they lived the remainder of their
lives.
As you might imagine, the Civil
War had a major effect on the
fortunes of the family. Our ancestor,
William Pinkney Daves, John and
Betsy's first child was too old to be
involved directly, but his four sons
became soldiers. James W. , John
Newton and William Pinhney, Jr. all
served in the Confederate Army.
Surprisingly, oldest son Fielden
Oakley Daves avoided service until
late in the war when he traveled to
Indiana where he joined the Union
Army. James W Daves had relocated
to Anderson County in east Texas
shortly before the Civil War started.
In 1865, when the war ended,
William Pinkney Daves , who had
recently lost his wife , Saleto

William Ave ry "Wil1" (1870-1938) and Gustava S.
"Gussie" (M organ) (18 70-1932) Daves
(Photograp h courtesy of Doyle Daves)

(Sheffield) Daves, also moved to
Anderson County with his extended
family; essentially they were Civil War
refuqees.
It was in Anderson County that
the Daves brothers who later moved
their families to New Mexico were
born. Our ancestor, John Newton
Daves , William and Saleto's third son,
met and married Sarah Elizabeth
Rawlings in Anderson County. Sarah
was born in Baton Rou~e, Louisiana
but the Rawlings were an old, well established
Maryland-Tennessee
family. John and Sarah had three
children: William Avery, Rodolphus
D. and Beulah. John died in 1878,
probably from war-related injury or
disease Ieavtnc Elizabeth with the
children to raise. She remarried to
Jason Bed~ood and is 1<nown in the
family as "Grandma Bedgood".
The three Daves children grew up
in Anderson County and all married
locally: William Avery (Will) to
Gustava
S.
(Gussie)
Morgan ,
Rodolphus D. "Dollie " to Rosa Dallas
Butcher and Beulah to John
Shumake . Unfortunately, Beulah
died at a~e eighteen soon after her
marriage.

Will and Dollie Daves:

1890

to

1913

The Daves brothers took different
paths for a time after they reached
adulthood . Will and Gussie Daves ,
married at the end of 1889, left
Anderson County shortly thereafter
and moved to Gonzales County in
west Texas. It was here that their
oldest children were born. It is not
known just what led Will and Gussie
to move to Gonzales or how they
made a living there. By the time of
the 1900 census, the family had

moved to Childress County, Texas. By
1910, they were liVing in Hardeman
County on the eastern edge of the
Texas panhandle and across the Red
River from Oklahoma. They did not
remain here long before moving
across the river to Hollis in Harmon
County, Oklahoma.
Dollie and Rosa Daves remained
in east Texas for some time and their
first child, Susie Lee, was born nearby
in Leon County. They too soon left;
their second child , James Robert. was
born in Childress County in 1899.3 So ,
at this time, both brothers and their
families were together again.
However, the 1900 census record
shows that Dollie and Rosa were
living in Greer County, Olzlahoma
with their two children and the Daves
brother's widowed mother, Sarah
Bedgood. In 1909, the area where
these Daves lived became part of the
newly formed Harmon County. Thus ,
the 1910 census shows Dollie Daves
and his now expanded family livin~
near Hollis , Oklahoma and his
brother, Will Daves , and family living
close by, across the Red River in
Hardeman County, Texas.

The Move to New Mexico
Family memory is that. by 1910.
Dollie Daves had a nice farm and was
prospering in Hollis. However, his
children - now nine in number
including
four
step-children
following a second marriage to Lula
(Childers) Rockett - were grOWing
up and starting families of their own.
The younger family members did not
have funds to purchase good farm
land. Apparently, Dollie , and perhaps
others, made a scouting trip to
Clayton in 1910 or 1911, to see the
country which was then still largely
unsettled. They liked what they saw
and
the
land
available
for
homesteading (320 acre plots)
promised to provide good starts for
younger members of the family. On
returning to Oklahoma, the extended
family began preparations for a move
to Union County, New Mexico.
Dollie and his extended family
made the move to Union County in
March of 1913. At the time, Dollie and
Lula Daves had five unmarried
children who made the move. Also,
oldest daughter Susie with husband
Ben Davis and two young dauqhters'
came and three of the now-married
Rockett step-children made the
move: Vada and new husband Jesse
James Daves (oldest son of Will and
Gussie), Annie with husband Calvin
Davis (brother of Ben) and Lee with
wife Bertha Goodman. On arrival in
Union County. the families made
claim to their homesteads in the

Thomason community (called Tate in
early census records) and began to
make provisions for shelter and for
planting a first crop.
At that time , construction
materials were expensive and difficult
to transport; as a result , the first
homes were "half-dugouts" built by
digging a hole several feet deep and
buildin!J a shell over the top to !Jive
some li!Jht and convenient entry.
Usually the rude roofing was covered
with sod for insulation. Inside, the
floor and walls remained unfinished.
Years later, Eloise Dellinger, daughter
of Jesse and Vada Daves , provided an
interesting description of this time:
"[The dugout] was 14 x 16 feet with
dirt floor, a small four-eyed cook
stove that was used for cooking and
heatinq.. They hauled water from
three miles away, washed on a
washboard and hung the clothes on a
barbed wire fence about fifty yards
away. When there was snow on the
~round, ~unny seeks wrapped and
tied around feet were used for
overshoes." Jesse and Vada lived in
the dugout for at least four years as
three of their children were born
there . At the time the Daves settled,
and for more than a decade later,
they had to be almost completely selfsufficient. A trip to Clayton for
supplies was a three-day ordeal - a
day to get there by wa!Jon, a day to
shop and a day back home again. As
a consequence , such trips occurred
only twice or three times a year and
usually only by men and , perhaps,
older boys. The women spen t almost
all their time in the rural community.
Will and Gussie Daves , who had
lived in Hollis, 01<lahoma since about
1911 , also made the move to Union
County in 1918 with ten of their
children. Their oldest son, Jesse , had
come earlier with Dollie's family.
Thus , by the time of the 1920 census,
both brothers and all but one of their
combined twenty-two children were
livin!J in Union County. The family
grew rapidly. The first Daves child to
be born in New Mexico was Eloise ,
daughter of Jesse and Vada (Rockett)
Daves , born in December, 1913 in the
dugout home that had been
constructed earlier that year. A
month later in January, 1914, Jewel
Daves was born to Dollie and Lula
(Childers,
Rockett)
Daves.
Interestingly, Lula and Vada were
mother and daughter; By 1920, there
were eleven new children born to
eiqht related families.

Dry-farming in Union County
Even as late as 1913 when the
Daves family arrived, Union County
cont in ued on page 2
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Daves Family in NM •••
(formed in 1893 from portions of
Colfax. Mora and San Mi~uel
Counties) was lar~ely "an uninhabited
country except for antelope .
mustangs and cattle..." 6 In the 1870s
and 1880s. cattle and sheep men
began moving herds into the area for
its abundant ~rass. The ranches they
established
were
larQely
headquartered in the northern part of
the county along the Dry Cimarron
River around (what is now) Folsom
and in the southern areas along Ute
Creek and the Tramperos near Garcia
Pla za where water was most
abundant.'
The first farming in
Union County was carried out by
these settlers who diverted water
from the streams to create small
irriqated patches to produce feed for
their animals.
Things began to change rapidly
about 1905 when farmers arrived to
file claims on ~overnment land. In a
single year. the U. S. Land Claims
Office recorded 1200 filin~s as the
county's population surged. By 1910.
the population of Union County was
over 11.000 and in 1920 it was 16.680.
The overwhelming majority of these
new residents were farming families
coming from states located east of
New Mexico . Thompson and Halley.
in their history of Clayton and Union
county, write of this time: "Fences
were put up every section or quarter
section...The man who had taken up
a homestead and attempted to raise
corn. maise or beans on dry land was
re~arded with curiosity. His [rancher]
neighbors considered him mentally
disturbed if he persisted in ploWing
up the prairie sod which furnished
such good ~rass."8 These newcomers
were farmers; that was all that they
knew.
Like the others. the Daves family
were farmers who came to Union
County not realizing that the area was
much drier than they were
accustomed to. In Harmon County,
Oklahoma, annual precipitation is 27
inches; in Union County it is 14-19
inches. Whereas. in wetter areas. 320
acres of farmland is sufficient to
support the needs of a family, in
Union County it is not. In good years ,
when the rains come, it is possible to
grow fine crops ; as it happened ,
during the teens and early twenties,
rainfall was relatively abundant and
many Union County farmers did
reasonably well.
Farming is Not Enough
By the mid 1920s the Daves
families , like their neighbors, had a
better
understanding
of
the
limitations of farming imposed by the
land and the climate.
Many
newcomers concluded that the move
to Union County had been a mistake
and an exodus be~an. The 1920
population of almost 17,000 turned
out to be an all-time hi~h; by 1930 the
population had decreased by a third
and would continue to decline
decade by decade until 1990 when it
stabilized at about 4.500 residents in
the county. In the early 1920s, there
were some twenty Daves families in
the county but this was not to last. By
1926, Will and Gussie Daves with
several of their children had returned
to Texas where they located in Hall
County. Will and Gussie remained
there the rest of their lives.
Those families that remained on
farms in Union County had bi~
gardens to produce fresh vegetables
in summer and preserved foods for
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winter months. They had milk cows,
hoes and chickens for additional
food. As roads were constructed and
cars were obtained in the 1920s.
travel became easier. They sold
cream and e~~s in Clayton to acquire
some cash on a routine basis. In
addition, some be~an to drive school
buses to transport students to more
than one hundred rural schools in the
county. Others found work on road
crews and at other seasonal job s.
Some families boarded teachers
employed by the numerous rural
schools. After Jesse and Vada Daves
acquired a car, for several years the
family traveled in the summer "to the
cotton patch" near Memphis, Texas to
earn money by picking cotton. These
adjustments
augmented
family
incomes and helped compensate for
the uncertainties of crops.
The Mean Thirties:
Depression, Drought and
Dust Bowl
Durinq the 1930s, the Depression
made life very difficult for most
people all across the nation. Thinqs
were even worse for farmers in the
southwest as they faced , not only the
Depression, but also a decade-long
drought and the terrible sand storms
of the Dust Bowl. In his study of the
Dust Bowl time, Timothy Egan places
its very heart as centered in a band
from Dalhart, Texas to Boise City.
Ohlahoma"
both of these
communities are only about fortyfive miles east of Clayton. EQan10 has
vividly described the hardships
people endured during this time:
"The rains disappeared - not for
a season but for years on end. With
no sod to hold the earth in place, the
soil calcified and started to blow.
Dust clouds boiled up , ten thousand
feet or more in the sky, and rolled like
moving mountains - a force of their
own.
When the dust fell . in
penetrated everythinc. hair, nose ,
throat, kitchen , bedroom, well. A
scoop shovel" was needed just to
clean the house in the morning."
Diversification, the Beginning of
Full-Time Employment
If there was any remaining
optimism about the feasibility of dryland farming in Union County. " it was
gone long before the 1930s ended.
Most of the failed farmers either left
New Mexico or left agriculture for
paid jobs or to establish small
businesses in town. Many of the
Daves families were in this group.
These trends. interrupted somewhat
by World War II. continued
throughout the 1940s; shortly after
the war ended, during
the
summertime almost every week saw
farm sales - auctions in which
families sold everything they owned
in preparation for relocating out of
state. A small number of farmers ,
including several of the Daves
families , began to acquire the
properties of departing nelqhbors and
to build more extensive - ~razin~
lands and cattle herds they
became ranchers.
The first generation born in New
Mexico was also the first generation
to have the opportunity to acquire an
education. The first high school
graduates in Daves family history
began to appear in the 1930s. This
and the job experience several
acquired durinc World War II. either
as enlisted service personnel or as
workers in defense related jobs
provided the first experience in

Ieoaolphus D. "DoIIie " (1872-194 3) and
Lufa (Childers. Rockett) (1873-193 6) Daves.
Buried at Otto Cemetery. Union County. NM
(Photograph co urtesy of Betty Lindsay)

receivinc a regular salary. While a
few stayed on the land, most of this
~eneration made the transition to
lone-term.
full-time
paid
employment.
This was a major
change in culture as older members
of the family and the Qeneral
community really didn't respect
"worhinq for waqes'' and having to
answer to a boss. Nevertheless, the
"depression generation" largely ~ave
up the land and turned to salaried
jobs and thrived; most of their own
children would never know the joys
and hardships of country living .
Also durtnq this time , the first
family members enrolled in college.
In 1933. both my dad. Glenn Daves
and his older sister, Eloise, Qraduated
from Clayton HiQh School where they
had boarded in town their final year
after attending the two-room country
school at Thomason for eleven years.
Both, then , enrolled in summer
school at New Mexico Normal
University (now
New
Mexico
Hiqhlends University) in Las Vegas
some 150 miles from Clayton. After
attending a six-week summer session.
they both qualified to teach. That fall.
Dad at age eighteen began to teach at
Thomason School where only a year
before he had been a student. Eloise
also taught in several small rural
schools of the area. These two were
the first of the family to qualify for
"white-collar. professional" jobs.
Dad was amonq the few in the
1930s that stilI remained interested in
farminq. The family story is that after
Qraduation from high school in
Clayton, Dad returned to the country
and began to plow the field in
anticipation of planting a crop even
though , in 1933, the drought was
already severe. He hadn't gotten very
far when his father, Jesse James
Daves , stopped him in the field and
indicated that he doubted it would
rain enough to make a crop and
su~~ested that it would serve Dad
better to enroll for the college
summer session. Reluctantly, Dad
aqreed and, as a result, changed his
life and ours dramatically. What
makes this story so special to the
family is that Jesse James Daves had
never attended school and could not
read or write but somehow knew that
the family had to find new ways to
thrive.
Today the remaining members of
the first New Mexico-born generation
and many of the second generation
are mostly retirement age and the
third and fourth generations
(and
even a very few of the fifth) are with

us now. Many descendants of Will
and Dollie Daves continue to live in
New Mexico. Some remain in Union
County. a very few still have ranch
land and remain in agriculture;
others
live
in
communities
throughout the state from Union and
Colfax Counties in the north to Otero
and Dona Ana Counties in the south.
They make their living in many
different ways; some operate small
businesses . most are in salaried
positions. Many more descendants
have spread across the country but
stilI retain strong connections with
New Mexico and the earlier family
members who struggled here to find
an accommodation with its beautiful
but never benevolent land.
NOTES
1. Doyle Daves , Daves in America,
privately published, 2011.
2. Doyle Daves. A New Mexico
Family: Daves, Parker. Rockett.
Wood, privately published, 2002.
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128-129.
4. Amazinqly these two women are
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by Jon Mark Beilue , Ametillo GlobeNews, September 12, 2012.
5.

Union County and Its People.

(Dallas . Texas: Taylor Publishing
Company, 1980)
109.
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7. Goldianne
Thompson
and
William H. Halley, Clayton , the
Friendly Town in Union County. New
Mexico (Denver: The
Monitor

Publishing Company 1962),5-7 .
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and
8. Goldianne
WiIIiam H. Halley Clayton. the
Friendly Town in Union County. New
Mexico. 125.
9. Timothy Egan. The Worst Hard
Time (Boston : Houghton-Mifflin

Company.
2006) 9.
10. Timothy Egan , The Worst Hard
Times ,
11. During the "Little Dust Bowl" of
the 1950s we had to again bring out
the scoop shovels to deal with the
sand at our ranch house.
12. Farmers in a few communities,
especially Sedan south of Clayton,
did maintain successful farms .
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Doyle Daves llrew up on a ranch in Union
County. After a long career as a research
scientist and uni versity professor and
administrator. he and his Wife. Pamela. live
in retirement in a restored 1898 Victorian
home in Las Vellas. See his article "The
Remarkable Romeros of Las Ve~as : The
Almost Forgotten Sisters " in La Cr6nica de
Nuevo Mexico (July 201 I) No. 88. A Daves
family reunion will take place in Clayton .
NM. August 2-4. 20 13 at Clayton Air Park .
E-mail: daves~d @yahoo .com

Doyle Daves at the New M exico History Conferen ce
in Ruidoso
(Photof/ra ph by Carleen Lszzell, May 6. QO11)

Roberto Martinez
Viva el Rey!
By Robert D. Martinez
by throwing himself on top of a live
~renade .

Roberto Martinez
1929-2013

Roberto Martinez was a founding
member of the leSJendary New
Mexico mariachi SJroup Los Reyes de
Albuquerque. Roberto lived doing
what he loved: performing for
audiences around the U.S.A.. takinSJ
his unique music and charismatic
smile wherever he went. Roberto
passed away on January 3. 2013 in
Albuquerque.
Here
are some
memories and recollections of some
of Roberto's achievements by two of
his closest friends .
Roberto Martinez:
In Appreciation of a Musical Life
by Daniel Sheehy
Roberto Martinez (1929-2013) was
raised in the small northern New
Mexican town of Mora . in the reqion
where the heart of more than four
centuries of Southwest Hispanic
heritage beats the strongest. His
family and people were proud. selfreliant. and ~enerous, though of
modest means . He recalled how
when he was a youns boy he would
"play" the music he heard around his
family on a SJuitar that his uncle had
made for him out of a SJas can. The
values and traditions he learned as a
youngster left a strong stamp on the
person he would be the rest of his life.
As an adult, he moved to Denver. and
then to Albuquerque to work for the
U.S. Air Force as a civilian. In his free
time, he played Mexican and New
Mexican music with the trio Los
Reyes de Albuquerque (The Kinss of
Albuquerque) . He passed on his
musical talents to his children, and he
launched a record label, Minority
Owned Record Enterprises.
I met Roberto in the early 1980s. I
found him through his multiinstrumentalist son Lorenzo, who had
recorded his first two records on
Roberto's M.O.R.E. label, recordings
of traditional New Mexican songs and
dances that he had learned throuqh
his family, relatives, and friends.
Pecordinqs of this music were hard to
come by, and the two LPs set a hi~h
standard
through
first -rate
musicianship
and
professional
recording standards. Roberto once
explained to me how for him , the
music he loved was much more than
music; it represented his people, his
past, and the future he wanted for his
children and his community. He told
how
the
experience
of
of
discrimination in the workplace only
fueled his pride in his cultural
traditions and steeled his resolve to
do what he could to keep them a
livin~ part of social and cultural life.
His efforts played into the Chicano
Civil RiSJhts Movement sweepinq the
Southwest in the 1960s and 1970s. His
cottidos (story soncs) praised cultural
resistance in the face of social
injustice and instilled patriotic pride
in Mexican Americans. His "Corrido
de Daniel Fernandez" told the tale of
the New Mexican soldier who SJave
his life for his fellow GIs in Vietnam

Over the past thirty years I had
the pleasure of following Roberto's
musical life and the joy he took in
spreading his music near and far. He
continued to be the linchpin of Los
Reyes de Albuquerque, playing
regularly in cultural events, large and
small, throughout New Mexico. He
made special efforts through his
Reyes de Albuquerque, Inc. nonprofit
orqanization to reach elderly and pre school audiences. In 1984, 1988, and
1990, he and Lorenzo were invited to
join the Rafces Musicales (Musical
Roots) national tour of reqional
Mexican and Mexican American
music. sponsored by the National
Council for the Traditional Arts. He
and his family performed multiple
times at the Smithsonian Folklife
Festival in Washin~ton , D.C. The
National Endowment for the Arts
awarded Roberto and Lorenzo its
National Heritage Fellowship , the
United States SJovernment's hlqhest
award in the folk and traditional arts .
As he approached his senior years, he
left his historic M.O.R.E. record label
to the Smithsonian Institution, where
it became part of the Smithsonian
Folkways collections.
Roberto Martinez's Ieqacy lives on
- in his family. his community, his
record label. and the millions of
people he has touched with his music
and his personal warmth. We thank
him , we praise him , and we pledge to
do our part to keep the flame of his
life and music burning brightly far
into the future.
Daniel Sheehy is director and
curator of Smithsonian Folkways
RecordinSJs and the director of the
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and
Cultural Heritaqe.
EI Rey de Alburquerque:
Roberto Martinez and
His New Mexican Mariachi:
A Transnational Legacy
By Enrique Lamadrid
In New Mexico . the name
Roberto Martinez is synonymous with
royalty. Los Reyes de Alburquerque*
(The Kings of Albuquerque) is a
Nuevo Mexicano-styled mariachi
SJroup he founded with Ray Flores ,
MiSJuel Archibeque, and other friends
in 1962. For nearly a half-century, Los
Reyes has performed all over the
reqton and the nation in a wide
variety of venues both humble and
SJrand from schools, n ursine
homes , and the live local talent
shows of the 1960s to community
dances , concerts. feast days , state
fairs, and festivals . includinq several
appearances at the Smithsonian
Folklife Festival. These public
performances as well as the SJroup's
exposure on Spanish-Ianquage radio
stations SJenerated a demand for
recordings, and dozens of them, from
45s to cassettes to CDs, have been
issued on the homegrown M.O.R.E.
(Minority Owned Record Enterprises)
label founded by Roberto Martinez.
The collection is now part of the
Smithsonian Folkways with many
albums available . Their music
features mariachi favorites in familiar
arranqements of SJuitarra, requinto,
vihuela. SJuitarron , violin , and
trompeta (SJuitar; soprano, rhythm,
and bass SJuitars; violin; and trumpet) ,
but what distinquishes Los Reyes is
the lyrical New Mexican violin as well
as Martinez's oriqinal compositions.
Don Roberto is also the patriarch
of one of New Mexico's most
prominent musical families. His five
children (Roberta. Doris . Lorenzo,
Debra , Roberto Jr.) and several

~randchildren

(Sheila and Larry)
have all played with the SJroup, and
many younq musicians ~ot their start
with Los Reyes as well . Two stars
emerged
from
this
family
constellation: the late Debbie "La
Chicanita" Martinez. whose meteoric
sinSJinSJ career was traqically ended
by deafness and illness , and Lorenzo.
whose violin has introduced a new
SJeneration
to
the
resonant
instrumental music of the past.
Born in 1929 in the farming and
ranching villace of Chacon in the
upper Mora valley. Roberto Martinez
SJrew up deep in the majestic Sangre
de Cristo Mountains . He was
surrounded by Nuevo Mexicano
musical traditions, the very breath
and spirit of his family and culture.
He heard the venerable violin and
SJuitar repertory of nineteenthcentury Mexicanized waltzes. polkas,
schottisches, cunas, redondos. and
cutilios that were associated with a
lively social dance
tradition.
ReliSJious and ceremonial music
accompanied rituals and rites of
passace. Roberto's parents san~ a
wide variety of sonqs and narrative
ballads including romances, inditas,
and corridos. He was amazed by the
occasional visits of the "Carpas" or
traveling tent shows that brought
musicians and sincers like the SJreat
Lydia Mendoza from such places as
Texas and Mexico. These shows also
featured movies illuminated by
~asoline SJenerators and projected
onto bed sheets. Martinez remembers
seeinq charro musicals with stars like
Jorce Negrete and Pedro Infante
sin~in~ the emerging ran ch eras
(Mexican country music) and the
newly
popularized
mariachi
traditions.
The
impressionable
teenaqer from northern New Mexico
idolized Mexican music and dreamt
of becorninq a mariachi.
As a small child. Don Roberto
became a virtuoso of the "imaginary
SJuitar." as he recalls . until an uncle
fashioned an actual instrument for
him out of a ~allon SJasoline can
nailed to a board and strung with
wire. From the time he received his
first real ~uitar at a~e thirteen, it has
never left his hands. It accompanied
him through service in the Air force
and helped him win over his wife
Ramona Salazar, herself from a family
of guitarists and fiddlers . When the
young couple moved to Denver for a
while. Roberto beqan playinq music
in cantlnas. in the company of
Ramona's uncle. Jesus Ulibarri. With
the growing demand for mariachi,
Roberto donned his first charro suit
with silver buttons and broadbrimmed sombrero. His favorite
instrument became the vihuela
(rhythm guitar) of the mariachi
ensemble. as he focused on singing
and eventually composing
Down in Albuquerque, where
Roberto had a civilian day job at the
Air force base to feed the family, the
dream unfolded. Los Reyes stru~~led
quite a bit in the early years because
they refused to play unless they were
paid. and would not play for tips. The
future seemed less than bri~ht for just
another neighborhood mariachi
band. but this group had roots as well
as talent. Their first hits, rather than
the standard cenciones from Mexico ,
were newly composed cottido
ballads that struck a deep chord with
the community.
By the mid-1960s the death toll
from the Vietnam War was soaring
ever higher, and the war deeply
divided the country. In the sprinq of
1966 a young soldier from the town of

Los Lunas . inspired and united New
Mexicans with a story of selfless
sacrifice. On February 18th of that
year. Daniel Fernandez saw an enemy
~renade fall into the midst of his
platoon; he instantly threw himself
on it to save his comrades. an act
later
recognized
with
the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Within
hours of the news. the verses of

Roberto Martinez
Los Reyes de AIburquerque

Roberto Martinez's first corrido beqan
to gather in his imagination. The
switchboard of station KABQ was
flooded with calls after Los Reyes
performed it live on the air. With
permission of the family, "El Corrido
de Daniel Fernandez" was released as
a hit 45 rpm record. It can still be
heard on Memorial Day and Veterans
Day broadcasts.
Two years later Los Reyes made
history with another famous ballad.
"EI Corrido de Rio Arriba." Land-grant
activism had become the focus of the
Civil Rights Movement in New
Mexico. Protests. land occupations,
and legal challenges cast an
international spotlight on a historical
injustice - the seizure of millions of
acres of privately and communally
held land supposedly protected by
the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo. which ended the MexicanAmerican War. A shootout on June
5th , 1967, at the Rio Arriba County
Courthouse in Tierra Amarilla, New
Mexico , provoked the largest
manhunt in the history of New
Mexico , and National Guard tanks
rolled north from Santa fe. Roberto
heard sensationalized news reports
on the radio driving down from
Denver, and finished composing his
cortido by the time he got to
Alburquerque. The events and yellowtinged
news
reports
were
controversial
and
ephemeral.
Roberto's corrido was dispassionate
and objective , a masterpiece of
understatement and irony meant to
unify rather than divide. The last
verse cleverly implies that this ballad
may go on for some time-at least until
justice comes to New Mexico:
Este cotrido termine
cuando se haga la justicie.
para que no se repite
10 de ell« en Tierra Amarilla.
This cottido ballad ends
when justice is done,
so the events of Tierra Amarilla
may never be repeated.
The cottido was featured in the
Smithsonian touring exhibition
Cottidos sin Pton teras
(Ballads
Without Borders) . In 2002 Roberto
Martinez was inducted into the
"Corridista Hall of Fame ," a section of
the exhibition. In subsequent
decades, whenever current events
sparked the popular imagination.
everyone knew that a definitive
cottido would be forthcoming from
Martinez and Los Reyes. These ballads
contin ued on page
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Roberto Martinez ...
~ive

learning to incorporate the best of
both worlds. When he plays mariachi,
his full-throated tonality is what
transforms it into Nuevo Mexicano
mariachi.
The contributions of Roberto
Martinez. his family. and Los Reyes de
Alburqueique have been recognized,
celebrated, and honored. In 1999
Don Roberto received the New
Mexico Governor's Award for
Excellence in the Arts. In 2003
Roberto and Lorenzo Martinez jointly
received the National Endowment for
the Arts National Heritage Fellowship
Award - the hi~hest honor in the
land for folk artists and performersfor their work in preserving and
promoting their musical heritage. In
December of 2009. Don Roberto gave
his farewell concert with Los Reyes
de Alburquerque. He is the last
surviving member of the original
group . and his legacy endures as a
Iivin~
feature of the musical
landscape of Nuevo Mexico.
*Founded in 1706 and named in
honor of the Viceroy of New Spain.
Alburquerque (original spelling) is
New Mexico's largest city. After the
American Invasion of 1846, its first "r"
disappeared from maps and si~ns. In
1992 Rudolfo Anaya's famous novel.
Alburquerque recovered the missing
letter. After 1992. Los Reyes proudly
added the "r" as a demonstration of
cultural pride and recovery. New
Mexican is an adjective that
translated into the Spanish Nuevo
Mexicano. refers more specifically to
the
state's
Hispano/Latino/Mexicano/Chicano
people and their culture.
This article originally appeared in
the Winter 2010 issue of Smithsonian
Folkways MagaZine.
These words by two of Roberto's
closest friends are indicative of the
impact he had on New Mexico music
and culture. Roberto Martinez will be
missed, but he leaves a powerful and
potent legacy for his extended New
Mexico family of friends across the
United States.
-RDM

listeners a heiqhtened sense of
participation in history.
Another ~ift to listeners from Los
Reyes and the Martinez family is a
broader awareness of culture and
cultural history. By ernbracinq
mariachi music and celebrating its
energy, the group reconnects Nuevo
Mexicanos to a deeper sense of
mexicanidad , the feeling of identity
and belonctnc to a ~reater binational Mexico, despite the barriers
that crisscross it. Dunne New
Mexico's Territorial period from 1848
to 1912, part of the Americanization
strategy in preparation for U.S.
citizenship and statehood was a
political and cultural distancing from
Mexico. In support of this campaign.
politicians. folklorists . and teachers
emphasized the Spanish traditions
and cultural survivals in New Mexico.
In truth. similar archaic elements
may be found anywhere in Latin
America; it is all a matter of
emphasis.
Now
that Mexican
imrmqration has increased in recent
years. a sense of cultural equilibrium
is
returning ,
along
with
a
revitalization
of
the
Spanish
Iancuaqe. mariachi music transports
listeners to transnational spaces. and
allows the lyric power of Spanish
poetry to do its transformattve work .
But closer to home . Los Reyes de
Alburquerque also creates a new and
deeper sense of nuevornexicanidad
by celebrating and explorinq the
original Nuevo Mexicano sound of
the violin and ~uitar duo. For many
~enerations. this ensemble was both
a staple and emblem of the music of
the valleys and mountains of the
upper Rio Grande. In a concerted
effort to perpetuate and renovate the
New Mexican violin , Roberto's oldest
son Lorenzo took up the instrument
at a~e nine . studying both classical
technique
and
regional
folk
technique . which
includes
a
fascinating range of tuning and
bowlnq. His personal style is a
resonant blend of both. He recorded
three landmark CDs of violin Nuevo
Mexicano. which feature a samplms
of all of the old dance tunes and an
antholoqy of wedding music.
including marchas and the "Entrega
de los novlos." a ritual song that
ceremonially joined the couple and
their
families.
After
his
apprenticeship with master fiddlers
in the north. Lorenzo spent a year
playing with mariachis in Mexico and

Robert D. Martinez is the youngest
child of Roberto Martinez and Ramona
Salazar de Martinez. Robert is
presently the Assistant State Historian
at New Mexico's State Records Center
and Archives . and is a folk musician
who performs regularly with Martinez
family members.
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Jean L'Archibeque
1672-1720
by Henrietta M. Christmas

continued

Jean L'Archibeque was born on
October 5. 1672 in Bayonne. France to
Claude
L'Archibeque
and
Marie
D'Armagnac.

By July 24. 1684. Jean found himself
as a cabin boy on an expedition to the
New World headed by Frenchman Robert
de La Salle to build forts and colonize
along the Mississippi. The trip met with
many pitfalls and disasters and soon La
Salle's surviving men plotted to kill him.
While stranded in present-day Texas. Jean
acted as a decoy, leading La Salle to an
assigned area where the assassins killed
him. Jean was forever implicated in the
murder. After La Salle 's death the
company dissolved and the participants
vanished into the wild landscape.
Archibeque and two others . Munier and
Grolet. fled into Indian Territory, likely
Texas. where they lived among the
Indians for two years. In 1689. Jean sent a
note to Spanish soldiers who were in the
area . asking for assistance . The Spanish
responded by arresting him and the other
two Frenchmen. The Spanish soldiers
carted the three wayward explorers to the
Viceroy in Mexico, who in turn shipped
them off to Spain where they were thrown
in jail. After two years of imprisonment.
they were returned to Mexico. The
Spanish were suspicious of Jean and his
fellow Frenchmen. concerned they could
pass on Spanish military activities to the
French. Condemned to work in the mines
of Zacatecas in 1692. the men heard about
the colonization of New Mexico and were
mustered on September 4, 1693. They
were noted as French prisoners .
Putting his convict life behind him,
Jean L'Archibequecame to New Mexico as
a soldier colonist. In November 1701. in
Santa Fe. he purchased a house for ISO
pesos. It app ears that this house was the
only prop erty he ever purchased in New
Mexico. He made his home there with his
Wife. Antonia Gutierrez. and their small
children. Miguel and Maria Barbara .
Antonia died young and Jean remained a
widower for more than decade. During
his short marriage to Antonia . Jean had a
romantic liaison with Maria Luisa Baca.
who bore a child named A.56ustin . Jean
raised A.56ustin in his house . Whatever
happened to Luisa Baca is unknown.
Jean L'Archibeque married again on
June 23. 1719. He wed Maria Manuela
Roybal, a sister to his son Miguel's wife.
Manuela Roybal was the daughter of
Ygnacio Roybal and Franctsca Robledo. a
wealthy military family and land grantee.
A.56ain. Jean had an extra-marital liaison
with Maria Mascarenas. a servant in his
household. They had a son named Jean
named after his father. Jean and his wife
Manuela Roybal had no children .
From 1703 - 1719, Jean's military
career grew along with his merchant
business. In 1704 he served as a scout
with Juan de Ulibarri. and in 1706. he and
19 others accompanied Ulibarri to EI
Cuartelejo to retrieve refugees. Captain
Archibeque mustered on August 13. 1715
as fully armed. with six horses. five mules
and an armed servant. Bythat time, Jean
had served more than the required ten
years . He either liked military life or
being a soldier may have benefited his
trading business.
Jean L'Archibeque obtained licenses
to trade between New Mexico and
Henrietta Christmas, a native New
Mexican. is a genealogical and historical
researcher for the last 30 years and she
descends from eleven of the soldiers that
came with Onate in 1598 . She has
written several books which relate to
New Mexico's small towns and history
and over 100 articles mostly on New
Mexico's Colonial Families. She is a Ionqtime member of the Historical Society.
Hispanic Genealogical Research Center
of New Mexico and the New Mexico
Genealogical Society. Two of her most
recent projects include assisting with the
bios for Segesser Hide Paintings for the

Chihuahua. and he taught his two sons,
Miguel and A.56ustin to do the same. It's
known that Miguel traveled to Parral.
Mexico City. and Sonora to trade . When
Miguel died in 1727 many trade qoods
were listed in his estate including: pack
animals . over 300 stockings. blankets. 31
painted skins, 22 bundles of tobacco .
buttons . and four dozen pairs of shoes. It's
likely that Jean had traveled to the same
locations as Miguel to trade similar goods.
In fact, Jean was supposed to be on a
trading trip when he instead chose to
accompany Don Pedro ViIIasur on a
military mission to the east ; his son
Miguel went on the trading venture
instead. Jean's decision to skip that
trading trip would soon prove fatal.
In late 1718 at Mexico City. Viceroy
Valero was curious about the positions of
French troops . He ordered his troops in
New Mexico to scout out the French and
determine how close they were to New
Mexico. In 1720, Lieut. General Don
Pedro Villasur embarked on a scouting
mission toward the grasslands of current
Nebraska. His command included fortytwo soldiers. sixty Indian allies. and Jean
L'Archibeque as the interpreter. Santiago
de
Xiribal. an
Indian servant,
accompanied Jean.
Santiago spoke
Spanish and later gave testimony that
Jean had taken ten horses on the mission
and ten mule teams . three belonqing to
Ygnacio Roybal. They also took tobacco
to trade with the Indians. likely from
Archibeque's trade stores.
The group finally encountered some
French soldiers and Pawnee Indians, On
August 13. 1720. they were attacked. On
the first volley of shots . Jean L'Archibeque
was killed; his servant Santiago received
seven wounds, but managed to escape.
After a long battle. some of the battered
Spanish soldiers escaped back to New
Mexico. but they didn't bring Jean
L'Archibeque's body with them .
Archibeque's estate was valued at
6.616 pesos and was handled in
September 1721, a year after his death.
Many items listed in his estate pertained
to his trading business including : Iedqers,
IOU's. 54 gold ingots encased in a white
elk skin baSJ. 200 sheep and goats, and 30
branded cattle . His son Miguel played a
key role in disseminating Jean's worldly
goods . His legitimate children . Miguel
and Maria. each received 2.346 pesos in
valued SJoods. Hisillegitimate son A.56ustin
and his servant. Maria Mascarenas, each
received 200 pesos. and Jean Archibeque
(Mascarenas). the child who was still a
baby. was given 500 pesos in SJoods that
Antonio Montoya would watch over.
Jean's widow, Manuela Roybal, received
417 pesos in goods.
One item she
received was a silver salt cellar which was
noted in her will in 1778. There was no
mention of Jean's military equipment in
his estate. Perhaps it was all lost on the
plains in his last battle or perhaps Miguel
obtained it all. Miguel's estate listed
equipment including a harquebus. shield.
leather jacket. and lance.
Jean L'Archibeque died at age 48 and
left a legacy of descendants in New
Mexico. most of whom use the name
Archibeque . He is best remembered as an
adventurer. sailor. soldier. trader. husband.
and father.
~HMC

opening of the History Museum in Santa
Fe and writinSJ two chapters in the
anthology for the Historical Society of
New Mexico titled . Sunshine and
Shadows in New Mexico 's Past

Rio Grande Press recently published
Wi//s From Three Governmental Time
Periods:
Colonial,
Mexican
and
Territorial: Probates and WiII. Santa Fe.
1774-1896 by Henrietta M. Christmas .
See La Cronies de Nuevo Mexico
(October 2012) No. 93 . for articles about
Jose Lopez Naranjo and Pedro de Villasur
by Henrietta M. Christmas

American "New Mexico" Dolls

Frank Cheetham

By Carleen Lazzell

By Alan H. Cheetham
Francis
Theodore
(Frank)
Cheetham seemed destined for a life of
manual labor until, at the age of 31. he
was elected clerk of the state district
court in Wilson County. Kansas.
Gaining admission to the legal
profession through independent study.
he went on to practice law first in
Altoona and then in his adopted state
of New Mexico . His practice allowed
him to indulge interests in politics and
the history of the American Southwest.
leading to further elective office and
contributions to historical research. His
bloqraphy of Kit Carson. first published
in 1926. was reprinted three times. most
recently in 1985. and influenced his
friend and fellow Kansan. artist and
historian Blanche C. Grant. to edit and
publish the manuscript of Kit Carson's
own account of his life.
Born on his father's Wilson County
farm in Cedar Township southwest of
Altoona . Cheetham worked as
farmhand. carpenter. plumber. and
inspector of electric switches for the
Atchison. Topeka . and Santa Fe
Railway. His father. a Civil War veteran.
had moved the family from Ohio to
southeastern Kansas in 1870. the year
after the former Osage lands were
opened to non-Indian settlement.
It was most likely his father 's
friend . Judge Leander Stillwell, a
resident of neighboring Neosho
County. who most influenced young
Cheetham to run for elective office and
then to study law. Stillwell had been
elected or appointed to the bench in
what is now the 31st Judicial District of
Kansas (comprising Allen, Neosho,
Wilson . and Woodson counties) a half
dozen times from 1883 to 1904. the year
that Cheetham was elected to the first
of his two terms as court clerk. Like
Stillwell. Cheetham was a lifelong
Republican . A member of the Kansas
Historical Society, Stillwell was
probably also an influence on
Cheetham's awakening interest in
historical research .
After his reelection as court clerk
in 1906. Cheetham undertook intensive
after-hours study of the law and. soon
after his term ended. passed the bar
examination in Topeka with a score
high enough to qualify for practicing
before all courts, including the U. S.
Supreme Court.
When he established his first
practice in Altoona . the town was
beqinning an economic decline, with
the closure of factories and depletion
of natural resources. such as the oil
field in nearby Neodesha. Dissatisfied
with the types of leqal cases he was
offered. Cheetham moved his family to
New Mexico in 1911, the year before it
was admitted as the 47th state. There he
hung his shingle in the northern town
of Taos. where he became its second
lawyer. the first havlno decided to
specialize in mining law. He continued
his practice in Taos until his death 35
years later.
Having joined the Kansas Historical
Society before he left the state.
Cheetham soon became an active
member of the Historical Society of
New Mexico . frequently traveling the
70 miles to Santa Fe to participate in its
meetings in the historic Palace of the
Governors. By presenting papers on his
research on Kit Carson and other topics

before this audience of experienced
historians.
he
developed
the
confidence to begin publishing his
results. The support of Santa Fe lawyer
and historian Ralph E. Twitchell, who
had just been elected president of the
society, was especially encouraztnz to
him. and . after Twitchell 's death in
1925. Cheetham was elected the
society's first vice president. a post in
which he served through 1935. In 1926
the society beqan publication of the
New Mexico Historical Review, and it
was in this journal that Cheetham's
biography of Kit Carson originally
appeared . along with papers he wrote
on other topics as recently as 1940. He
also served as the journal's associate
editor from 1926 until 1945.
Cheetham's writinq echoed themes
expressed by Twitchell in his theninfluential works on the history of New
Mexico and its 1846 conquest: an
intense patriotism and a strong
conviction that the seizure of Mexican
territory was justified and. ultimately.
for the good of its inhabitants.
However. he did not share Twitchell's
advocacy of an "English only" policy,
perhaps because many of his law cases
in Taos involved representing clients
whose first. or only, language was
Spanish. He had become sufficiently
proficient himself to translate one of
the Spanish documents in the colonial
archives in Santa Fe for presentation at
a meeting of the Historical Society.
One of Cheetham's historical
interests was the role of Freemasonry
in the settlement of the Southwest.
Thus his earliest papers, including one
on Charles Bent, the assassinated first
American governor of New Mexico .
were published in the Masonic
educational journal, The Builder.
Following attendance at a meeting in
1925 in Council Grove . Kansas . to
celebrate the centennial of the Santa Fe
Trail, he obtained a copy of an
unpublished 1827 map of the Trail from
the National Archives and included it in
a 1929 article on the Trail's history for
the New Mexico Highway Journal (now
New Mexico MagaZine).

In 1924 Cheetham reentered the
political arena when he received the
Republican nomination for district
attorney of the Eighth Judicial District,
comprising Taos County and three
others in the northeastern corner of
New Mexico . The party's judicial slate
was defeated, but achieved a majority
in Taos County, a result that persuaded
Cheetham to run su ccessfully for
representative in the state legislature
two years later. In 1944 he qained a
second term, during which he died
three weeks short of his 73rd birthday.
Genealogical Note: Frank Cheetham
Attorney, legislator. historian . Born:
February 19, 1873. Married: Edith
Evelyn (Eva) Hiqgins July 3 . 1893. Died:
January 30, 1946.

Saige Copeland Paints the Sky
book cover

The American Girl Doll Company
has long had a tradition of creatine
dolls which recognize the culture.
history and geographical regions of the
United States. Each year the company
releases a new 18" doll for which it has
created an entire persona alonq with
bOORS , clothing, accessories. home
furnishings , movies and more. The two
New Mexico dolls are Josephine
Montoya (1997) and , their latest
character. Saiqe Copeland (2013).
Saige is a nine-year old qirI who
lives in Albuquerque . Her mother
teaches math at the university and her
father is a commercial airline pilot and
a balloon pilot. Writer Jessie Haas of
Vermont who wrote the bOOR included
details such as the Sandia Mountains.
the cottonwoods. hot air balloons and
other local touches to make her story
believable (authentic).
Salqe's
grandmother Mimi raises horses on a
nearby ranch. which ties in with the
fact that Salqe is a horse lover. Not only
is Saiqe's imaqinative and creative
story told in the bOOR: a movie was
recently filmed in and around
Albuquerque and Santa Fe starring
actress Jane Seymour.
Josefina Montoya was one of
American Girl Company's most
popular dolls when she was released
and the doll has become a collector's

item. Josefina lived on a rancho near
Santa Fe in 1824 during the Mexican
Period. Her mother had died when she
was eiqht years old and she lived with
her father and three older sisters.
grandmother
was
a
Josefina's
cuiendere. who is teaching her the art
of healinq with natural herbs. The
family speaks Spanish and Josefina
loves to sing and play the piano.
By creating the American DoII
series, the company has brought some
of New Mexico's history and culture to
young girls throughout the United
-CCL
States.

Saige Copeland by Jessie Haas
book cover

-AHC

Alan H. Cheetham, the oldest of
Frank and Eva Cheetham's six
grandchildren. Alan Cheetham lived
in their home from 1943 to 1945. He
now resides in Santa Fe. New Mexico .
This article was published in the
Kansas Historical Society Newsletter

The author of this article is solely
responsible for its content.
Josephina Montoya Am erican Girl Do!!

Please visit

(images from sm etcsnqirl.com)

Historical Society
of New Mexico

web site!
~hsnm.org
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~ In

Memoriam-:

Jose "EI PeIete" Arencon, a~e 63, passed away in Albuquerque on January 12,
2013. He was born in Almendralejo. Badajoz Spain on February 24, 1949. He
was a professional ~ypsy flamenco singer and toured with many international
companies for several years. He met Elizabeth Lujan , a flamenco dancer, and
they were married in Madrid in 1974. Elizabeth was born and raised in New
Mexico and the couple settled in Albuquerque where they continued traditional
flamenco traditions. Jose was also a shilled wrought iron artist using Spanish
methods.
Fabian Chavez, Jr., a~e 88, passed away on January 20, 2013. Born on Auqust
31, 1924, he was one of ten children of Nicolasa and Fabian Chavez, Sr. of Wagon
Mound. Fabian had a Ionq and colorful political career. He ran for several state
and federal offices , including two times for New Mexico ~overnor, but lost those
races in the primaries to David Cargo and Tony Anaya. He was preceded in
death by his brother Fray Anqelico Chavez, for whom the state history library is
named. For more information about Fabian Chavez, Jr. , see his biography
Taking on Giants: Fabian Chavez Jr. and New Mexico Politics by David Roybal.
Clifford C. Hammond, age 97, died on January 29, 2013. Fondly referred to as
"Uncle Cliff," he started an amusement parf in Albuquerque in 1959 with a few
rides and a ~o -cart track. Now Cliff's Amusement ParR has twenty-five rides and
is a destination for New Mexicans from around the state. Born on an Illinois
farm , he joined the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1933 and in 1941 joined the
Army Air Corps. Hammond was an active member of the CCC alumni
orqanization and served as its president at one time.
Brad Harlan, aka "Pistol Pete, a~e 56 died recently at his home in California.
Harlan was the first person to impersonate the New Mexico State University
mascot "Pistol Pete." Although there had been such a Ioqo at the university
since 1923, it was not until 1973 when Barbara Hubbard, Director of Student
Events, encouraged Brad to take on the embodiment of the mascot. His
costume included a crimson shirt, white chaps, white vest and a fahe mustache.
Harlan made his first appearance as "Pistol Pete" at the 1973 NMSU home
footbaII ~ame a~ainst Utah State. The character was actually based on
~unfi~hter Francis "Frank" Boardman Eaton.
John Jursens, alJe 90, passed away on January 7,2013 in Albuquerque. Jurhins
was born in Sterling. Illinois on February 1, 1922. He served four years in World
War II where he was a pilot of B-24s and B-1 ts . He flew more than 35 missions
over Germany in the 490th Bomb Squadron based in Enqland. At the end of the
war, he pursued a career in advertistnq art and studied at the American
Academy of Art in Chicago and the Whitney School of Art in New Haven.
Ultimately he became a pioneer in the automatic conveyor-type car wash
business. Jurkens was the founder of Octopus Car Washes and moved to
Albuquerque in 1969. For more information about the remarkable life of John
Jurhens. see "Founder of Octopus Car Washes Chain," by Deborah Zift
Albuquerque Journal, January 20,2013.
Speaker Ben Lujan, aSJe 77, died at S1. Vincent's Hospital. Santa Fe, in
December 2012. Lujan was born in the Narnbe Valley on July 12. 1935where his
father was a sheepherder. Elected to the New Mexico Legtslature in 1974, he was
the second Ionqest Speaker of the House. His body lay in state in the Rotunda
of the State Capitol. Lujan is survived by his widow of 53 years and several
children Includinc Ben Ray Lujan who currently serves as United States
Conqressman. For more information about the career and life of Ionqtime
Democratic Speaker of the New Mexico House of Representatives, see "Mr.
Speaker: 1935-20 12" by Deborah Baker on the front paSJe of the Albuquerque
Journal, December 20, 2012
Roberto Martinez, a~e 83, passed away in Albuquerque on January 3.2013. He
was born in the mountain vlllace of Chacon in the Mora VaIIeyon May 22. 1929.
With a passion for Mexican music , Roberto beqan sinSJinSJ and playinc the SJuitar
around 1952, performing at various venues in Denver. The family moved to
Albuquerque in 1961 where Roberto formed the Ieqendary mariachi ~roup "Los
Reyes de Albuquerque." In 2003 Roberto (alone with his son Lorenzo) received
the National Endowment for the Arts National Herttaze FeIIowship for
preserving and promoting New Mexico Hispanic Music and Culture, and is
recoqntzed by the Smithsonian Institution as a master cotttdiste. or composer
of cottidos. which are Mexican baIIads. See article in this issue of La Cr6nica
paces 3 and 4.

Leonard Napolitano, M.D., alJe 82, passed away on January 7. 2013 just one
day before his 83rd birthday. In 1964, Napolitano came to University of New
Mexico shortly after the institution's School of Medicine was established. He
served as a researcher and professor in the Department of Anatomy before
becoming dean of the School, a position he held for twenty-two years. The son
of Italian imrnigrants. the dean attended Santa Clara University in California
where he was the school's quarterback. The team won the 1950 Oranqe Bowl.
He continued with his education at S1. Louis University, where he received his
SJraduate deqrees. Napolitano, weII respected in his own field , was the father of
Janet Napolitano, former lJovernor of Arizona and currently Secretary of
Homeland Security. For more information. see "Ex-Dean of Med School Dies at
82," Albuquerque Journal, January 8, 2013.
Howard D. Rodee, PhD, aSJe 79, passed away on January 26, 2013. Dr. Rodee
was born in Columbus, Ohio, on May 25, 1933. He attended Ohio State
University where he received his B.A.and M.A. degrees and then went on to
receive his doctorate from Columbia University. He was a well-loved and
respected professor of Art History at the University of New Mexico from 1969
until his retirement in 2002. He was a brilliant and enthusiastic teacher and
inspired his students to also love art.
Judge Bob Schwartz, alJe 62, died on November 12, 2012 at a Rio Rancho
hospital. Described as a "Iarqer than life" personality, Schwartz served as
Bernalillo County district attorney for many years. He prosecuted several hilJh
profile cases tncludrnq the abduction and murder of Linda Lee Daniels in 1986.
Governor BiII Richardson appointed him to the state District Court in 2008.
Schwartz had a hiSJh profile personality as a television commentator, stand-up
comedian and wrote a column for the Albuquerque Journal. For more details
about the colorful life of Schwartz, see "Judge Bob Schwartz Dead at 62."
Albuquerque Journal, November 13, 2012. It has been twenty-seven years since
the kidnappinSJ and murder of Linda Lee Daniels. For an overview of the crime
and the trial . see "A Crime that Shocked Us All" by Joline Gutierrez Krueger on
the front paqe of the Albuquerque Journal, January 18,2013.
Paul Vassallo, alJe 75, passed away on September 30,2012. Paul was born on
August 3, 1937 in Marsa . Malta. The family's home was destroyed by bombmq
in World War II and in 1952 they immtgrated to the United States. He SJraduated
from Wayne State University in 1959 and then received his M.A. in Library and
Information Science from University of Michigan in 1962. He beqan his
professional career at the Library of Congress where he served with distinction.
From 1974 to 1986, Vassallo was the Dean of Library Services at the University
of New Mexico. For more information about Paul VassaIIo and his interesting
life, see obituary in Albuquerque Journal, October 4, 2012.
Virgil Wallace, alJe 99, was New Mexico's oldest survivor of the Bataan Death
March . He died in mid-November 2012 in Idalou, Texas. Although he was born
in West Texas. he was raised in southeastern New Mexico. WaIIace enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 1941 and served with the 200th Coast Guard Artillery Unit. His
SJroup was forced to surrender to the Japanese on April 9, 1942 and Wallace was
held captive for three years. He was buried with full military honors in Tatum.
Willis Whitfield, a~e 92, died at his home in Albuquerque on November 12,
2012. Whitfield was Internationally known for lnventinq the modern-day
cleanroom. An award-winning physicist, he worked at Sandia National
Laboratories for three decades. His concept durinc the early 1960s led to the
solution needed for dealinq with turbulent airflow and particles to constantly
flush out the rooms with hiSJhly filtered air. The son of a cotton farmer, born in
Rosedale, OK, Whitfield was dubbed "Mr. Clean."
Gertrude Zachary; alJe 75, passed away on Tuesday, January 29. 2013. after a
lone iIIness. Born in Stuttqart, Germany in 1937, Zachary moved to the United
States after World War II and relocated to Albuquerque in 1968. Inspired by
Native American jewelry, she beqen desiSJninSJ and marketinq her own
creations. Zachary herself became a household name and an icon with her
creative billboards throughout the city and advertisements in macazines. In
addition to her jewelry business, she also dealt in the sale of antiques. She built
a Parisian-style mansion in Albuquerque's "skid-row" area next to the railroad
tracks. which she lavishly furnished with antiques. Her home has become an
Albuquerque landmark.

Louise Dean Miller, a~e 91, passed away on January 15,2013 . A journalism
lJraduate of North Texas State University in Denton. Texas, Louise came to
Albuquerque in 1946 to take the position of Society Pa~e Editor for the
Albuquerque Tribune. She later wrote and did the research for the popular
"Action Line" column for the Albuquerque Journal. Louise wrote Book of
Windows about the historic stained SJlass windows at the First United Methodist
church in downtown Albuquerque. As a member of the American Association
of University Women (AAUW) . Louise served a president of the Albuquerque
Branch and was active in many ~roups Including the popular writin~ workshop
"My Story."

..
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Gertrude Zachary built a Parisian-style mansion in Albuquerque's "sind-row" area
next to the railroad tracks, which she lsvishly furnished with antiques.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

By the time you are readme this issue of La Cronies. you will have received the
full printed program for this year's upcorninq Arizona/New Mexico Joint History
Conference in Las Cruces, April 18-20. As you can see , it will be a very full and
excitmq conference. You can also ~et updated information as it develops at our
new conference website, info.hsnmconference.orq.
At this point, ncarinq the end of my last year as HSNM President, I would like
to ~ive you a status report. The Society is in excellent shape financially. having
had a net operatlnq revenue in 2012 of about $7000, thanks Iarqely to a very
successful Statehood History Conference in Santa Fe with about 400 attendees
and some very ~en erous donors. At the end of 2012 we had about $133,000 in
operattnq and reserve funds , includinq about $75,000 in our two history research
and education funds , the Carpenter/Kinq fund and the Jane Sanchez Legacy
fund . This represents an increase of over $18,000 over the year, partly due to a
major donation to the Carpenter/Kine fund .
We drew from these resources and from other donors in 2012 to fund five
$1000 scholarships in the joint Office of the State Historian and HSNM fellows
Pro~ram, and we will fund seven $1000 scholarships in 2013. The fellows
procram supports some outstandinq scholars and research and has led to some
excellent work, presentations, and publications in New Mexico history.
In 2012 we also supported, with the help of a "We the People" ~rant from the
New Mexico Humanities Council/National Endowment for the Humanities, three
Statehood History Symposia, the first in Santa Fe in conjunction with the History
Conference, and the other two in Hobbs, in partnership with the Western Heritaq e
Museum Complex. and Los Alamos. in partnership with the Los Alamos Historical
Society. The Hobbs and Los Alamos Symposia, held in the morning, were
followed by Teachers' Workshops in the afternoon.
2012 saw the publication of the third volume of our Statehood Centennial

Series. Sunshine and Shadows in New Mexico's Past: The Statehood Period,
edited by Professor Richard Melzer. The three volumes have included dozens of
essays drawn from past issues of La Cionice de Nuevo Mexico, and this third
volume won a New Mexico Book Award for best Centennial boola.
In some of our other proqrarns. the Speakers' Bureau supported 22
presentations for our orqanlzation members (speakers receive an honorarium of
$125, in lieu of expenses, for each tale) and our speakers ~ave many other talks
without reimbursement. We also provided $1750 in small ~rants for orqanlzetions
and individual research liJrants.
finally, we are now at over 400 memberships, including those 2012 members
who have not yet renewed for 2013. If you haven't renewed for 2013, your
membership remains current until the April conference, but we urqe you to ~o
ahead and re-up soon!
I appreciate all the support you have ~iven the Society over the last several
years I've been President. The success of the Society in "increaslnq the
knowledliJe of New Mexico history," our mission, and what I believe is an
increasinq recoqnitlon of its contributions is due to you and the hard work of our
Board. Thanks, and see you in Las Cruces!
Sincerely,
Michael Stevenson

Book Review:
Zimmer, Stephen.

People of the
Cimarron Country. (Parker, Colorado:

Ea~le

Trail Press , 2012), 208 paces.
photocraphs, readinq list..

Burns, Ruth White and Rose Powers
White. A Man Wasa Real Man in Them
Day: Pioneers of the Llano Estacada 1860-1900. (Createspace. 2012), 195
paces, photographs.
It makes for exciting and
informative readme when two books
are published which are based on the
same ~eoliJraphical reqion , yet in
different time periods.
At the a~e of ei~hty-three , Ruth
White Burns took on the monumental
task of rranscribinq her notes,
compiling notes and interviews from
her mother, Rose Powers White, and
referring to published newspaper
articles to write A Man Was a Real Man
in Them Days. This book vividly
d escribes the open range days in
eastern New Mexico and west Texas.
She refers frequently to Colonel Jack
Potter and his adventures and
experiences on trail drives durinq
those days before barbed wire and the
railroads. Today, it is difficult to
irnaqlne the vast landscape of the
LIano Estacado. but Burns manaqes to
brinq it all into focus as she describes
life on the plains during the 1870s
an 1880s. Buffalo bones stilI dotted the
land from the not so distant past of the

ciboleros.
In his People of the Cimarron
Country, Zimmer beqins his anthology
with articles about Lucien Maxwell and
the Maxwell Land Grant. a time durinq
the open ran~e and contemporary
with Burns' work, which makes for a
smooth transition between the two
publications. However, Zimmer moves
on to stories of the twentieth century
as he writes about modern day
cowboys. It is interestinq to read about
cowboys of the eighteenth century in
comparison to modern-day wranglers.
In many ways , except for barbed
wire , little has changed in the
everyday life of those men and
women , who either own the ranches
or are hired by the ranchers. One
point Zimmer makes in article "Do uq

A Man Was a Real Man in Them Days:
Pion eers of the Llano Estacada - I 860- I 900
By Ruth Whit e Burn s & Rose Powers Whit e

Johnson: Contemporary Old-Time
Cowboy" is that perhaps those open
ranqe days may not entirely be a thinq
of the past. Johnson first beqan
cowboyinq for the Vermejo Ranch in
1974, but went on to work on several
other lar~e ranches throughout
northeastern New Mexico. However,
when Ted Turner purchased the
Vermejo Ranch in 1996, Johnson
returned to the Vermejo. Turner's
vision of reintroducing buffalo herds
began to take shape at that time. Douq
Johnson and his crew gathered
approximately 2,000 head of cattle and
shipped them off to other locals in
preparation for th e 1,200 yearling
heifer bison which arrived on the
ranch in february 1997. The ne xt
order of business was to remove the
barbed wire fences that criss-crossed
the 60,000 acres that would become
the buffalo pasture.
This act is
reminiscent of the open range days
described by Burns' in A Man Was a
Real Man in Them Days.

During her research on the High
Plains of New Mexico, Rose Powers
White relied extensively on the
knowledge she ~arnered from Colonel
Jack Potter.
For many years they
corresponded and in 1949, Colonel
Potter visited Rose at her home in

Portales. She described him as an
"imposing figure" and I cannot
disagree with that description . I
personally remember Colonel Jack as
being a powerful presence in Clayton,
where he lived in his later years. He
was tall , probably about 6'5", and , in
my memory, always wore a quite Iarqe
hat, a brown suit with a matching vest.
Durinq the 1940s. Potter was seen
around town as he visited with the
various ranchers and shopkeepers, for
example, J. M. Deam. saddle maker,
Tony Spinelli, boot maker and Doc
Olbeter, the veterinarian. He was a
prolific writer and storyteller and a
hero in the community. Potter's stories
were published in the local newspaper.
When he passed away in 1950, it
was the end of an era , because he had
lived during the time of open ranee
and large trail drives. In 1980, Museum
of New Mexico Press published The
Life and Times of "Lead Steer" Potter
by Jean M. Burroughs. Now, long out
of print, this book can be found on
amazon.com.
In his anthology Zimmer included
"Thomas E. 'Black Jack ' Ketchum
(1863-1901): Ruthless Outlaw" by Larry
D. Ball, an article published by the

White Burns and Stephen Zimmer
have taught us a lesson by putting
these stories in print. Zimmer has lived
his adult life in the Cimarron area,
where he was the Director of Museums
for the Philmont Scout Ranch . Since
he first came to Cimarron, he has
continually interviewed and written
about the contemporary cowboys
who work on the Iarqe ranches in
Colfax County. His articles have been
published in many periodicals, some
of which include Western Horseman.

Panhandle-Plains Historica/ Review.

The infamous outlaw was convicted
for train robbery and not for murder,
nonetheless, he was hanged in Clayton
on April 26, 190 l. Robert Torrez ,
former State Historian and expert on
capital punishment, says that Ketchum
was the only person ever hanged in
New Mexico for a crime other than
murder.
Both of these books held my
interest as Burns and White, in their
meticulous rendition of the life and
times in the eiqhteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, and Zimmer is
his research about the people of the
Cimarron country. He began his book
with articles written by others about
the early pioneers in Colfax County,
but then carried forward into the
twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries with his own articles.
Perhaps in our everyday lives , we
don't consider that our everyday
activities might one day be a thing of
the past. Rose Powers White, Ruth

People of the Cimarro n Country
By Steph en Zimmer

Cowboy Maflazine, Ranfle, Ranch
Record. Cowboys North & South.
Frontier Times and Hiflh Country. to

name a few.
The Zimmer family,
which includes his wife Shari and sons
Parker and Marshall, own and run
their ranch at Miami. New Mexico,
south of Cimarron.
In closing, I want to say "thank
you" to Ruth White Burns , her late
mother, Rose Powers White and to
Stephen Zimmer for paying attention
to and recording first-hand accounts
of those who lived in the old west and
those who now live in the new west. I
highly recommend both of these
books to those who want to know
more about cowboys and the ranch
life, then and now. Both books are
available from Amazon.com.
~CCL
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On e-room schoo l house lo cated on Herin fla Road west of Clayton in the Otto Community. After this
buildin fl no Iotio et served as a school. it becam e a favorite Saturda y niflht dance hall d u tinq the 19405
and 195 05. With its p olished hardwood fl oors and a steoe for the mu sicians, locals had man y flood
tim es there. (Pbotoqteph by Carleen Lazzell. April 52 1, 520 152)

Heli-Duqout lo cated between Taylor Sprin~s and Abbott. Northeastern New Mexico
(Photograp h By Carleen Lezzell August 14. 2009)
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New Books for Your New Mexico History Bookshelves
Co m piled by Rich ard Melzer
Rud olfo Ana ya , translation by Nasario Gar cia ,
illu strations by Nicolas Otero. How

Hollyhocks

Came

to

New

Mexico.

Rub en Martinez. Desert America: Boom
and Bust in the New Old West . New York:
Henry Holt and Co m pany. 20 12.

Albuquerque: Rio Grande Books . 20 I 2.
Juliet Bell. Kepler's Dream (historical no vel).
New York, NY: G.P Putnam's Son s (a division of
Pen quin Youn~ Readers Group) . 20 12.

Jan ice Henson Myers and Gre tta Henson
Saunders. Winds of Change (a memoir).
Marip osa Publi shinq. 20 12
Vincen t Okamoto . forged in fire: The Saga

Norman Crowe . John McHugh Traeet

Sketches: A Record of His Travels and
Observations and a Guide to Sketching
in the field. Santa Fe: Sunstone Pre ss. 20 12.

of Hershey [Miyamura] and Joe
[Annello]. Fullerton. Ca lifo rn ia : NikRei
Writers Guild. 2012.
Michael Pettit.

Pet er 1. Eidenbach . An Atlas of Historic
New Mexico Maps. 1550-1941. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press . 20 12
Monika Ghattas. Los Arabes of New Mexico:
Compadres from a Distant Land. Santa Fe:
Sunstone Press. 20 12.
Kathl een Holsche r. Religious Lessons:
Catholic Sisters and the Captured
Schools Crisis in New Mexico. New York:
Oxford University Press. 20 12.
Ch ery l Alters Jamison and BiII Jamison .

Tasting New Mexico: Recipes Celebrating
One Hundred Years of Distinctil1e Home
Cooking. Sa nt a Fe. Museu m o f New Mexico
Press. 20 I 2.
Randall M. MacDonald. Ge ne Lamm a n d
Sa ra h E. MacDonald. Cimarron and
Philmont (Images of America) . Arcadia
Books. 20 I 2.

Artists of New Mexico

Traditions.

Santa Fe : Museum o f New
Mexico Press. 20 12.
Katherine M. Pomonis. tlncovertng the
History of the Albuquerque Greek
Community. 1880-1952. Santa Fe : Sunsto ne
Pre ss. 20 I 2.
Pat Romero . Cowboy Reunions of Las
Vegas. New Mexico. Cha rles to n : History
Press, 20 [2.
Joseph Traugott. New Mexico Art Through
Time: Prehistory to the Present. San ta Fe:
Museum of New Mexico Press. 20 12.
Kate Win~ert-Playd on . John Gaw Meem at
Acoma: The Restoration of San Esteban
del Rey Mission. Albu querque : University of
New Mexico Press. 20 I 2.
Ste phe n Zim mer. co m piler and edito r. People
of Cimarron Country. Park er. CO: Ea~le
Trail Press. 20 12.

John Gaw Meem at Acoma:
The Restoration of San Esteban del Rey Mission
The mission church at Acoma
Pueblo in west-central New Mexico is
the old est and largest inta ct adobe
structure in North America and has
~ a i n e d na tional and int ernational
recoqnition as a National Histori c
Landmark . a Cultural Landscape
Foundation WorRin~ Landscape site . a
National
Trust
for
Historic
Preservation site . and a World
Monuments Watch site .
Of th e
app roximately forty missions built by
Spanish Franciscan missionaries in the
seventeenth century. it is the largest
and contains the most original
material to survive. virtually intact.
beyond the ei~hteenth century. In the
1920s. when histori c preservation was
an emerging field . the building, in
danger of becoming a ruin . was
resto red in a cooperative effort among
Acoma Pueblo. which owned the
stru cture. and other interested parties.

the preservation work of San Esteban
del Rey Mission was recoqnized
through a 2003 New Mexico Heritage
Preservation Award.

John Gaw M eem at Acoma: The
Ieestoretioti of San Esteban del Rey
Mission by Kate Win ~ert-P laydon

offers a detailed account of this
milestone example of historic
preservation in which New Mexico 's
most famous architect, John Gaw
Meen . played a major role .
Win~ert-Playdon is an assoc iate
professor and department chair of
architecture. Tyler School of Art.
Temple University. Her contribution to

John Gaw Meem at Acoma : The Restora tion of San
Esteban del Rey Missio n

by Kate WinQert-Playdo n

John Gaw Meem at Acoma: The
Restoration of San Esteban del Rey Mission
by Kate Win~ ert-Playdon . University o f
New Mexico Press. published No vember
20 12. 288 paces, 71 halftones. 21 dra winzs,
2 maps. $40 cloth.
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